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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 2792 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, US 

SUB J : ERITREAN REQUEST FOR DIALOGUE 
REF: STATE 100281 

1 . WE HAVE NOT SEEN ABU DHABI 1231 AND ARE THEREFORE UNAWARE 
OF CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO MESSAGE. WE HAVE. HOWEVER, GREAT 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT WISDOM OF ANY CONTACTS AT ALL WITH 
ERITREAN INSURGENTS, EXCEPT THROUGH THIRD PARTIES, PARTICULARLY 
OSMAN SALEH SABBE WHO HAS PENCHANT FOR MAKING PUBLIC STATE- 
MENTS AND IN OUR JUDGMENT COULD NOT BE TRUSTED TO KEEP ANY 
CONTACT TO HIMSELF IF HE THOUGHT IT SERVED HIS PURPOSE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO GO PUBLIC. 

2. WE HAVE HITHERTO REFRAINED FROM DIRECT CONTACT 
(EXCEPT ON ONE OCCASION) WITH ERITREANS. GRANTED THAT 
ASMARA CONGEN IS NOW CLOSED AND OUR POSITION HERE HAS 
NOW CHANGED, WE DO NOT FRANKLY SEE WHAT IS TO BE GAINED 
BY OPENING SOME KIND OF DIALOGUE WITH THEM NOW. IMPACT 
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ON WHAT'S LEFT OF OUR POSITION HERE, SHOULD ETHIOPIANS 
FIND OUT (AND IN OUR JUDGMENT, THEY EVENTUALLY WILL), 

COULD BE DEVASTATING. AS DEPT AWARE, ETHIOPIANS ARE 
ALREADY ACCUSING US OF SUPPORT FOR ERITREANS WITHOUT 
HAVING ANYTHING MORE SPECIFIC TO GO ON THAN OUR ANNOUNCED 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE FOR SUDAN AND OBVIOUS TIES WITH 
CERTAIN OTHER ARAB "ENEMIES." MOREOVER, THEY ARE NOT 
ABOVE INVENTING STORIES, SUCH AS ERITREAN ATTENDANCE AT 
RECENT EGYPTIAN-SUDANESE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMISSION 
MEETING. SHOULD WORD REACH THEM THAT WE ARE IN DIRECT 
CONTACT WITH ERITREANS, FOR WHATEVER REASON (AND 
ETHIOPIANS WILL NEVERY BUY RATIONALE THAT WE ARE JUST 
LISTENING TO WHAT ERITREANS HAVE TO SAY), WE WILL ONCE 
AGAIN, AND IN SPADES, HEAR ABOUT MACHINATIONS OF AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISM AND SUPPORT FOR ERITREANS, ONLY THIS TIME 
THEY WILL HAVE SOMETHING CONCRETE TO GO ON. 

3. WE THEREFORE URGE RECONSIDERATION OF INSTRUCTIONS 
REFTEL. IN TIME, IT MAY BE USEFUL FOR US TO TALKS 
DIRECTLY WITH ERITREANS, BUT THAT TIME IS NOW NOW IN 
OUR JUDGMENT. 

TIENKEN 
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